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These wonderful Teutonic composers and 
their surprising Italian charm…
 
German composers were among the very best  
contributing to the European art of  the Baroque.  
 They achieved an unparalleled  mastery of  form and 
technical sophistication. Their organ music was often 
very solemn, and, to some contemporary tastes, a bit 
ponderous. 

This notable fact leads us to a very natural question: 
were these men of  inordinate professional gravitas 
capable of  a musical smile?   We cannot entirely exclude 
such a hypothesis out of  hand.  There is much evidence 
that they responded enthusiastically to the new dashing 
Italian style, considerably lighter in tone and full of joie 
de vivre.  

To exemplify such a contention, Andrzej Zahorski will 
perform organ arrangements of  Italian concerti grossi  
by J. S. Bach and Johann Walther, Bach’s close friend, 
along side other works more characteristic of  these two 
composers. 

	    Your donations will benefit the St. Anselm  
Parish Conference of  the St. Vincent De Paul  Society, 
dedicated to serving the financially distressed in North 
and South St. Louis, and in the inner city.  Through 
your generosity, we will be able to provide much needed 
food, clothing, and medicine as well as to help these 
families avoid eviction or disconnection of  their utili-
ties.   The need has never been greater…   


